Sunday January 25%, 2026
37 Sunday After the Epiphany
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Our Mission
To be a diverse ministering community
making Christ’s presence known in the world around us.

Sunday Morning Worship
9:30 St. George's Church: 1089 Highway 277, Dutch Settlement
11:00 Christ Church: 14 Church St., Lantz

Parish Clergy
Rev’d Dr. Jane Magrath
Rev'd Patty McKenna



Call to Worship:

The Lord is our light and salvation. We will not be afraid.

Behold the beauty of the Lord!

God will shelter us on any day of trouble and set us high upon a rock.

Let God’s people shout for joy! For Christ calls us and claims us as his own.
Come and worship in unity and love; let us rejoice together!

Gracious God, you are our light and our salvation, you are peace and you are
grace, you are healing and you are love. You send comfort and courage to relieve
our tears and fears in the shadows of fear and doubt. And you call us to lives of
meaning and to follow you in your ways of justice, truth and goodness. We offer
our praise in love and loyalty for you are always with us.

Almighty God: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Opening Hymn: Gather us In (CP# 465)
Here in this place new light is streaming;

Now is the darkness vanished away.

See in this space our fears and our dreamings;
Brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken;

Gather us in, the blind and the lame

Call to us now and we shall awaken;

We shall arise at the sound of our name

We are the young, our lives are a mystery;
We are the old who yearn for your face.

We have been sung throughout all of history;
Called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty;
Gather us in, the proud and the strong

Give us a heart so meek and so lowly

Give us the courage to enter the song.

Here we will take the wine and the water;

Here we will take the bread of new birth.

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters;
Call us anew to be salt for the earth.

Give us to drink the wine of compassion

Give us to eat the bread that is you

Nourish us well and teach us to fashion

Lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
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Not in the dark of buildings confining;

Not in some heaven light years away.

But here in this place the new light is shining;
Now is the kingdom, now is the day.

Gather us in and hold us forever

Gather us in and make us your own

Gather us in, all peoples together

Fire of love in our flesh and our bones!

The Collect:

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Prayer for Illumination:

O God, we seek your wisdom and truth in the Scriptures. Send your Holy Spirit
upon us to open our minds and hearts to receive the gift of your Word.
Challenge and comfort us in what we hear, and strengthen us to follow Jesus,
your Living Word. Amen

Proclamation of the Word:

The First Reading:
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (9:1-4)
(After the reading) Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

Thanks be to God.

The Psalm: (27:1, 5-13):
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear? the Lord is the
strength of my life; of whom then shall | be afraid?

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
One thing have | asked of the Lord; one thing | seek; that | may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life; To behold the fair beauty of the Lord and to seek
him in his temple.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; he shall hide me in the
secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock. Even now he lifts up my head
above my enemies round about me.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Therefore | will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; | will
sing and make music to the Lord.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Harken to my voice, O Lord, when | call; have mercy on me and answer me.
You speak in my heart and say, ""Seek my face." Your face, Lord, will | seek.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
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Hide not your face from me, nor turn away your servant in displeasure.
You have been my helper; cast me not away; do not forsake me, O God of my
salvation.

The Lord is my light and my salvation. Amen

The Gospel:

God be with you. And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of Jesus the Christ according to Matthew (4:12-23)
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

(After the reading) The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon:

Affirmation of Faith: (standing)

We believe in God above us, Maker and Sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon, of water and earth,

of humans in all their glorious diversity.

We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree.
A man of compassion, he died forsaken;

he descended into the earth, to the place of death.

On the third day he rose from the tomb; he ascended into heaven
to be everywhere present; and his kingdom will come on earth.

We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the church, spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and eternal life. Amen.

Prayers of the People:

We pray for the church, the world, our community, and those known to us,
remembering especially those in particular need. With each petition saying, we
respond to ‘Lord God of power’ with ‘set us free to live’.

Confession & Absolution:

Call to Confession

Merciful God, you call us to follow your way of compassion; but too often we
criticize each other. You call us to follow your way of peace; but too often we
remain divided. You call us to trust you; but too often our fears and doubts
overwhelm us. Forgive us, O God, and strengthen our commitment to follow your
ways. Amen.



Confession:

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Absolution:

Loving God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrations: we celebrate special occasions in the lives our parish family
O God, our times are in your hand: look with favour, we pray, on your
servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom
and grace; and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Exchanging of the Peace:

May you know the peace which the Spirit brings: a peace rooted in love,
patience and self-control, shaped by kindness, generosity and faithfulness,
marked by gentleness, and crowned with joy.

May this Peace be with you. And also with you.

Offertory Hymn: Sing a New World Into Being

Sing a new world into being. Sound a bold and hopeful theme.

Find a tune for silent yearnings. Lend your voice and dare to dream:
dream a church where all who worship find their lives and loves belong.
Sing a new world into being. Sing as Christ inspires your song!

Sing a new world into being where each gender, class, and race
brings its rainbow gifts and colors to God’s limitless embrace;
where the lines that once divide, form instead the ties that bind.
Sing a new world into being: risk transforming heart and mind!

Sing a new world into being where the homeless find a home,

where no children ever hunger but are filled in God’s shalom;

where all people work for justice, where all hate and vengeance cease.
Sing a new world into being: raise the harmonies of peace. [DIDDLY]

Sing a new world into being. Join the ancient prophets cry;

for a time of health and plenty when all tears have been wiped dry;
when compassion flows like waters, pouring balm for all who grieve.
Sing a new world into being: live the promise you believe!
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Prayer over the Gifts:

Jesus called the first disciples who followed, not knowing that we would follow
their example so many centuries later. We bring our gifts in Jesus’ name, not
knowing whose lives will be touched, but trusting that something good will come of
everything we offer to God.

God of the fishers who first followed Jesus, you have called us to follow and here
we are. We offer what we have and ask you to bless our gifts. Give us the courage
we need to invite others to join us in following Jesus, our pattern and our purpose.
Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer (ACC: Supplementary Eucharistic Prayer 1)
God be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to God our Creator.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God, Lover of creation, we give you thanks and praise;

for in the ocean of your steadfast love you bear us and place the song of your
Spirit in our hearts. When we turn from your love and defile the earth, you do
not abandon us. Your Spirit speaks through Huldah and Micah, through
prophets, sages, and saints in every age, to confront our sin and reveal the
vision of your new creation. Joining in the song of the universe we proclaim
your glory saying/singing: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Gracious God, in the fullness of time you sent Jesus the Christ to share our
fragile humanity. Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection you open the path
from brokenness to health, from fear to trust, from pride and conceit to
reverence for you. Rejected by a world that could not bear the Gospel of life,
Jesus knew death was near. His head anointed for burial by an unknown
woman, Jesus gathered together those who loved him. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it and gave it to his friends, saying, “Take and eat: this is
my body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After
supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave you thanks, and said “Drink this all of
you, this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” And now we
gather at this table in response to his commandment, to share the bread and
cup of Christ’s undying love, and to proclaim our faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Breathe your Holy Spirit, the wisdom of the universe, upon these gifts that we
bring to you: this bread, this cup, ourselves, our souls and bodies,

that we may be signs of your love for all the world and ministers of your
transforming purpose. Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of



the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, Creator of all, and we bless your holy name for
ever. Amen.

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
The gifts of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God

Music at Communion: “Look Up Child” by Lauren Daigle

Announcements:
As Jesus calls us as disciples, God sends us out to serve others in the world. Let
us share with one another the events of our parish and community this week.

Closing Prayers:

Standing, let us return our thanks to God: God of abundance, with this bread of
life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all
your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, so that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. ...

Glory to God: Whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in
the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing:

May the strength of God sustain you; may the power of God preserve you;
may the hands of God protect you; may the way of God direct you;

and may the love of God go with you, this day and forever. Amen

Closing Hymn: Shine Jesus Shine (CP# 460)
Lord, the light of your love is shining;

In the midst of the darkness, shining

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us;

Set us free by the truth you now bring us

Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine: Fill this land with the Father’s glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze: Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow: Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light
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Lord, | come to your awesome presence;
From the shadows into your radiance

By the blood | may enter your brightness
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness
Shine on me, shine on me

As we gaze on your kingly brightness

So our faces display your likeness

Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story
Shine on me, shine on me

Dismissal:
Let us go out into the world to love and serve God by loving and serving others.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Parish Notices and Announcements -
What Do We Need to Know?

Next Sunday’s Readings: Mic 6:1-8; Ps 15; 1 Cor 1:18-31; Mt 5:1-12

Events This Week:
- Choir Practice: Our next practice will be Thu 29 Jan, 7pm @ Christ Church.

-January 30 @ 11:00am: Magnolia Service

Upcoming Events:
- Food Bank Sunday: Our next Food Bank Collection Sunday is Feb 1°t.

- Saturday Music Jam: The next jam will be on Feb 7, 1-3pm at Christ Church

- Annual General Meeting: Sunday, March 1** There will be ONE service on this
Sunday - at 9:30@ St. George’s. The service will be immediately followed by
coffeeftea/muffins -- and the AGM for the Parish. Both congregations are
invited to worship together and then to converse together about this coming
year, at the AGM (reports are due to Rev. Jane by Jan 31st).

Contact Information

Parish Phone: (902) 883-2898 Email: jane.magrath@gmail.com
Facebook: Anglican Parish of Lantz Website: www.parishoflantz.ca
For pastoral emergencies, please contact Rev. Jane directly

"Onward & Upward" is an encouraging idiom meaning to continue progressing,
improving, and moving towards a better, more successful future, often after a
setback, signifying optimism and continuous growth in a career, life, or any
endeavor. It's used to motivate action, celebrate success, and maintain a positive
outlook.
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